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LAKE LOUISE, ALBERTA --

04/09/10 -- Today,on behalf of

the  Honourable  Jim Prentice,

Canada's  Environment

Minister  and  Minister

responsible for Parks Canada,

Blake  Richards,  Member  of

Parliament  for  Wild  Rose

announced  an  important

investment in wildlife research

and  monitoring  in  Banff

National Park.

"The  Government  of  Canada

is pleased to contribute to this

important  research,"  said Mr.

Richards.  "This  project  will

look at ways to ensure the safe flow of wildlife across highways in a way that protects

both wildlife and motorists on the Trans-Canada Highway in Banff National Park."

The  unique  collaboration  between  Parks  Canada,  the  Miistakis  Institute  for  the

Rockies,  the  Western Transportation  Institute,  the  Woodcock Foundation,  and the

Wilburforce Foundation will promote wildlife monitoring and research in the Rocky

Mountains in relation to transportation. The Government of Canada will contribute $1

million over five years to this partnership, and the Miistakis Institute,  a  non-profit

corporation affiliated with  the  University  of  Calgary that  undertakes and supports

ecosystem research in the Canadian Rockies, will work with the other project partners

to contribute $700,000 over five years. In total, over $1.7 million will be invested by

all partners.

"This  research  is  an  example  of  a  highly  successful  collaboration  between

government,  NGOs,  universities,  and  conservation  foundations  to  evaluate  and

improve  upon  highway  public  safety  and  wildlife  conservation  measures,"  said

Minister  Prentice.  "This  announcement  is  timely  as  we  celebrate  the  125th

anniversary of Banff National Park."
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"Miistakis is excited to be part of this extraordinary partnership," said Danah Duke, Executive Director of the

Miistakis Institute. "This project  brings us together with Parks Canada, the Agency that  has done the most in

Canada to implement wildlife mitigation on its roadways, and with the Western Transportation Institute, who are

world-recognized leaders in understanding how wildlife interact with roadways, and what we can do to mitigate

the impacts."

This government investment will ensure scientific information available will continue to inform decision makers

here in Canada  and around the  world on how to improve  wildlife  connectivity and the safety of  people and

wildlife along roadways.

Completion of the twinning of the Trans-Canada Highway in Banff National Park is currently underway thanks to

$230  million  that  the  Government  of  Canada,  including $130  million  in  funding provided  under  Canada's

Economic Action Plan. Approximately 20 new wildlife crossing opportunities are being developed as part of the

new twinning project and will be monitored through this new research project along with the existing 24 structures

already used by wildlife from the Banff East Gate to Castle Junction.

For additional information, please see the accompanying backgrounders at www.parkscanada.gc.ca under Media

Room.
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